
THEP Y6 Conference 2018: 
introduced to super starlings and how to use 
technical vocabulary and poetry to support the 
children to write independently, and 
knowledgeably, about birds of their own 
imagining – thank-you Nicole!

This has become one of our favourite Y6 writing 
units at Marner. Each year we adapt it, so it 
remains work-in-progress.



Books J



We start with a trip to Tower 
Hamlets Cemetery Park

RSPB Spot It! sheets for the children
RSPB Pocket Guides for the teachers J



And build the children’s knowledge 
of birds wherever we can 



Becoming Ornithologists
We use RSPB Guides to find out about Starlings whilst learning 
and collecting the technical vocabulary that experts use to 
communicate about all birds e.g. juvenile, plumage, roost…

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-
z/starling/

Start with the 
Starling

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/starling/


The Starling
We focus in on what makes the Starling special: marvellous 
mimicry and mesmerising murmurations

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-
involved/campaigning/let-
nature-sing/the-chorus-
hub/super-starlings/

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/campaigning/let-nature-sing/the-chorus-hub/super-starlings/


We build the children’s technical 
vocabularies

The children continue to add to their 
vocabulary maps.



The Starling
We read the ‘Starling’ poem in The Lost Words: use it to find 
out more about Starlings and to pull out the descriptive noun 
phrases e.g. tar-bright-oil-slick sheen and gloss…

The children will create descriptive noun phrases for their 
own birds focusing in on colour, bird song and movement.





Read more poems from The Lost Words

Links back to WW1, 
the poppy and 

In Flanders Fields



Build descriptive noun phrases whilst 
practising sentence structures



Learn about amazing birds from 
around the world



Learn about mythical birds and 
make-believe birds



Art: this year, with Jules, we made 
birds and created our own feathers



The children begin to imagine their 
own birds starting with habitat



And the features their bird will need 
to thrive in their habitat



Sketchbooks: the planning begins

I could see my 
creation come to life 
in my sketchbook. I 
think our birds are 

beautiful.
Tayiba

I liked being able to 
visualise my bird 
before I began to 

write about it.
Ayaaz



The children consider their birds 
in more detail 

I had everything 
planned out 
before – I am 
proud of that.

Yusra



Non-Chronological Reports
Writing as an Ornithologist, an expert, we take a look at
What A Good One Looks Like

Precision with word choices: 
Technical vocabulary  

Descriptive noun phrases in the style of The Lost Words

Focus from the Y6 
‘writing checklist’:
- select vocabulary and 
grammatical structures
- range of devices to 
build cohesion –
sentences that build
- range of 
punctuation.

https://www.literacywagoll.com/

Purpose and 
audience:

for entry in an 
illustrated 2021 
edition of RSPB 

Handbook of 
Birds 

https://www.literacywagoll.com/


Children begin to draft their 
paragraphs – editing and re-drafting 
as they go

The children like to start their 
writing on mini-whiteboards.



The children proudly present and 
display their reports

I enjoyed naming 
and drawing my 

bird. I liked 
explaining what my 
bird could do. I am 
proud of my bird. 

Aleks

I am proud of my 
bird because 

everyone can see 
it and my bird is 

unique and 
different.

Alfie







Feedback from the children:

I enjoyed writing this bird 
report because I had the 

freedom to write about what I 
wanted to. I was able to use 
my knowledge of Greek and 
Norse mythology. I liked the 

fact that I was able to 
combine the rules of writing 

and my imagination.
Samir

I enjoyed writing this report 
because I was able to express 
my huge sense of humour J
I ended up learning all of the 

birds’ body parts and their 
scientific names which I was 
very proud of and I can still 

remember them!
Haytham

I really enjoyed 
writing as if I was an 

expert on birds. I 
was writing as an 
Ornithologist and 

that was really fun.
Ayesha

I gathered lots of 
information about real 
birds and then added 
twists of my own so it 

sounds realistic but 
there are also hints that 

it’s fiction!
Maryam

The more I wrote, the more 
I realised that my bird’s 

appearance kept changing 
in my head because I’d 

found new adjectives to 
describe my bird in a more 

exotic way. 
Simona

Each of our birds 
is unique - we 

were all experts 
on our own birds.

Naya

I am proud of my 
drawing and my 

writing and how it 
looked when it was 

finished. I liked it being 
on the wall with 
everyone else’s.

Amaan

I did my 
research on 

birds so I know 
my facts! 

Hasna


